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customs of this singular people, I determined on
joining the party,  and   fixed upon  the   present
day for my journey.     I have ever, throughout
life, but perhaps more particularly since the loss
of my sight, felt an intense interest in entering
into association with human nature, and observing
human character in its more primitive forms : this
propensity I have previously had opportunities of
enjoying, in some of the countries most remote
from European knowledge,   amidst the  wilds of
Tartary and the deserts of Siberia; and I can refer
to the indulgence of it many of my more pleasurable
sensations.    I know that the world declaims against
the absurdity of an individual, circumstanced like
myself, professing to derive either pleasure or infor-
mation from such sources,  and maintains that tra-
velling by the fireside would better suit those cir-
cumstances,    and convey  an   equally  gratifying
interest.    I answer confidently that this is not the
case,  and that I believe the intensity of my enjoy-
ments under the system I have adopted,  equals,
if not surpasses,  what other travellers experience
who journey with their eyes  open.    It is true,   I
ascertain nothing visibly; but, thank God! I pos-
sess most exquisitely the other senses,  which it
has pleased Providence to leave me endowed with ;
and I have reason to, believe that my deficiency of
sight is to a considerable degree compensated, by
a greater abundance of the power of imagination
which presents me with facility to form ideal pictures